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THE [1D INSPECTOR HAS EXTRA ROLE 


BARRH EAD 
ADMINISTRATION 
CE = 


NY 





Barrhead's new $120,000 administration centre was officially 
opened February 14 amid all the pomp and glory fittingly attri- 
buted to the occasion. 

A good turnout of interested citizens was on hand to hear 
various speeches and take a tour of the modern building. 

Mayor Bredo introduced visiting dignitaries to the gathering 
as well as councillors, construction departments and employees 
engaged in handling all phases of town administration. 


Official ribbon-cutting duties were handled by A.W. Mor- 
rison, Deputy Minister of Municipal Affairs. 

A banquet was held at the Lotus dining lounge during the 
evening to conclude activitiesof theevent. Mayor BredoM C'd. 
the evening gathering with speeches heard from town councillors 
and visitors. Included were Bruce Ramsay, Chief Municipal In- 
spector; W.D. Isbister, Assistant Chief Municipal Inspector; T. 
Roach, Correction Officer; M. Stagg, Provincial Senior Planner; 
Dr. Horner, MLA; and Carl Muller, MLA. 

The building houses general offices, Council Chamber, po- 
lice and fire departments. o Barrhead Leader 


TeaUuSING FOR NATIVE INDIANS | 
HOUSING FOR NATIVE INDIANS 
IN URBAN MUNICIPALITIES 


j Indian Affairs Minister Arthur Laing has announced that addi- 
tional grants are now available to Indians for off-reserve housing in 
urban municipalities. 

Up to this time, only Indians living on reserves have been en- 

-titledto grants for housing. According to need and income, the grant 
has been up to $7,000 for housing on the reserve. 

Many Indians across Canada have left the reserve community 
and have made excellent inroads into the urban society where they 
have become model citizens. For those now making this transition, 
there will continue to be difficulties, but with the aid of the grant 
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IS NOW SECRETARY 
TO ELECTED ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


ID Inspectors will now act as secretaries to Advisory Com- 
mittees in Improvement Districts. This was announced by A.R. Is- 
bister, Field Service Branch Director when Advisory Committees from 
25 Improvement Districts and the Special Areas attended a two-day 
conference at the Jubilee Auditorium in Edmonton March 26-27. It 
was the sixth annual conference of its kind sponsored by the Field 
Service Branch of the Department of Municipal Affairs. 

The 64 committeemen attending represented 53,000 people re- 
siding in areas totalling 66,000,000 acres of which four andone-half 
million acres are assessable and taxable. 

Proposals for the assessment and taxationof farm residences were 
explained by the Hon. E.H. Gerhart and then examined by a panel 
consisting of Deputy Minister A. W. Morrison, Assessment Commissioner 
J.B. Laidlaw, farmer E. Herrmanof Schuler (1.D. No. 11) and farmer 
R. Sturgeon of Grimshaw (I. D. No. 138). 


Water Control Assistance Explained 


Water control assistance programs were identified by the first 
conference speaker, Associate Chief Engineer, E.T, Dean of the De- 
partment of Agriculture. They are of two kinds, either cost sharing 
or technical assistance. 

The ID's did not have money to join inthe cost sharing that was 
first initiated on a 50-50 basis between the province and the MD's 
and Counties in 1950. Now it has developedthat the Department of 
Municipal Affairs pays all of the 1D's share and charges it back to 
the ID on a yearly basis according to ability to pay. Availability 
of Departmental funds is the limiting factor with this scheme now. 

This year a new program is available through ARDA with fin- 
ancing 37.5% federal, 37.5% provincial and 25% local. | 

These cost sharing projects may only be initiated at thé local 
level (advisory committee) and passed on up through the Department 
of Municipal Affairs. DMA will ask Water Resources Division to in- 
vestigate and recommend for or against the original proposal or sug- 
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QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS 
Al Isbister, Field Service Director (L) answers some questions for 
Patrick Roe, reporter forthe Edmonton Journal, at the Improvement 
District conference in the Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium. 
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Rural people are moving to the cities in Alberta. That's 





where the good life is! 
Dr. Peter Bargen, Chief Commissioner 
City of Edmonton 


SIGNS OF LIFE 


Now that Spring is here, life will be lived more fully on the 


open road and on the trailways and byways. 

With eachone of us puttingon extra driving mileage, this seems 
to be a good season to pay special attention to our driving habits, so 
as to make our days safer for others onthe road as well as ourselves . 
And with these thoughts in mind we offer the following re-printed 
from the Alberta Safety COUNSELLOR. 


1. Obey speed limits: They're for your protection. They re- 
present maximum rates that are safe and legal under favorable 
conditions. When traffic is heavy or weather is bad you should 
slow to a "reasonable and proper" speed. 

2. Signal plainly: Signal well in advance for every turn, stop 
or change of lane. You'll besafer. And you're being courteous 
to other drivers who can pass you safely without waiting. 


3. Stop -- and that means stop: Come to a complete stop for 
red lights and stopsigns. Look both ways for cross traffic. Thou- 
sands are dead or crippled because they thought no one was 
coming. 

4. Get in proper lane: If you're turning, you should get inthe 
proper lane before reaching the intersection. Here again you're 
being both safe and courteous. 

5. Don't drink: Tests have shown it takes very little alcohol 
to stimulate your self-confidence and at the same time reduce 
your alertness and co-ordination, and slow your reflexes. So 
when you drink, don't drive. 

6. Stay in line: Don't pass on hills or curves. The driver 
coming just out of sight may be travelling faster than he should 
so that what appeared to be asafe passing distance isn't. Many 
who guess wrong get no second chance. 

7. Watch for pedestrians: They should cross only at intersec- 
tions, with the green light, ifthere is one. But some are care- 
less and inconsiderate and may step into the street frombetween 
parked cars. 

8, Don't compete with the traffic hog: To dispute the right of 
way might cost your life or the life of a loved one. 





9. Reduce speed at night: Your range of visibility is reduced 
at night, but not your stopping distance. The night traffic death 
rate is 2.6 times the day rate. 

10. Keepyourcarin top condition: Brakes good enough for nor- 
mal driving may let you crash if you get into atight spot. Lights 
properly focused help you see the pedestrian in dark clothing or 
the unlighted vehicle ahead. 

11. Keep your distance: Stay behindthe vehicle ahead at least 
one car length for each ten miles per hour of speed; farther in 
bad weather. 

12. Watch for children: They're unpredictable. If one darts 
into your path, a little less speed, a little more caution, may 
mean all the difference. 


13. Watch for traffic signs: Be alert to seeand followsigns and 


markers. Truly they are the signs of life. 
o The SAFETY COUNSELOR 
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THE CHANGING SCENE 








o COUNTIES 

Flagstaff ...... . Secretary-Treasurer. .... C.B. Robertson 

Eamon on een irene Reevelntes «a. oe) ours J.S. Batiuk, Mundare 
Secretary-Treasurer. ..... W.J. Leskiw 

o TOWNS 


Fort McMurray . « . . Secretary-Treasurer. ..... .K.O. Berge 
Lac La Biche... . . Secretary-Treasurer. . .. . . R.M. Wemyss 


o VILLAGES 
IGS > oo 6 poe . . Secretary-Treasurer. ..... C.V. Perman 
Cayley. ...... . Secretary-Treasurer. . ....L.A. Lendrum 


Cluny. = i 4 us « « . pecretary = recsbret smsm me 
Fort Assiniboine . . . Secretary-Treasurer. .. . 


. F.W. Haggarty 
Mrs. L.E. Wallis 


Linden .... ..+ ©» Secretary-IreasUren. -6. » ohn - en Gemesau 

Longview. .... 5 SINEMOF oo oo 6 ss se a oe = CRCOMVeRTE 
Secretary-Treasurer. . . .Mrs. E. Malmberg 

Stand cijclmemtcmtememeans . Secretary-Treasurer. . .. . . Paul F. Gates 

Stirling. ..... . . Secretary-Treasurer. ..... . N. Webster 

o CITIES 

Ecmomtonieaeir ir smnmns . City Clerk .... .. . « We Roy sDickaaeom 


Lethbridge . . Andrew C. Anderson 


ee a I 


CFMM CONFERENCE 
. . . in Edmonton June 4-5-6 


Soe GUNNER co Oo 0 -O 


The 31st annua! convention of the Canadian Federation of Mayors 
and Municipalities is expected to attract nearly 600 delegates and 
wives for its sessions June 4-5-6 in Edmonton. A particularly large 
delegation shouldbe attending from Quebec with strong representation 
from Edmonton's twin city of Hull. 

FINANCES will provide the conference theme. Visitors will 
be offered tours of Athabasca andthe Tar Sands following the confer- 
ence. 

Mayor V. Dantzer of Edmontonis national president and Mayor 


J. Leslie of Calgary is Alberta regional vice-president. 
* * * * 


A recent meeting of councillors in the Village of Stirling broke 
upat 3 a.m. whenthe wife of one councillor appeared and toldevery- 
body to go home. o Ken Liddell - Calgary Herald 


* * * * 


Delegates to the recent annual meeting of the Farmers Union 
of Alberta, after long debate, approveda resolution opening member- 
ship to corporate farms and co-operative farms. 

o Wheat Pool Budget 


* * * * 


A highbrow has been defined as a man who thinks he has found 


something more interesting than women. 
* * * * 


Implied Consent 

The tipsey driver is increasingly the target of new legislation 
involving implied consent - that is, exercising the privilege to drive 
implies consent to submit to an alcohol-blood test if required by auth- 
orities. 

Eighteen states in the U.S. now have implied consent laws in 
effect, according to the American Bar Association. More are joining 
the list. 

In Canada: Saskatchewan, Nova Scotiaand Alberta have such 
laws. However, at the present time, Alberta's implied consent law 
is still being tested before the courts. 


o The Safety Counsellor 


* * * * 


Help cut the smoking toll. Carry wet matches. 
* * * * 
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COMING EVENTS 





ey 
16-18. . . Appraisal Institute of Canada 
3lst National Conference ........ Quebec City 
19-22. . . International Institute of Municipal Clerks 
Annual Conference... ....... Miami Beach, Fla. 
June 
3-5. . . . 30th Refresher Course in Municipal Administration 
SM cio tema atte a te) entice re A) weiss Banff 
2-6 . Municipal Finance Officers Association of the U.S. 


and Cda. 62nd Annual Conference. 


2-6 . . . . Canadian Federation of Mayors and Municipalities 


. «New Orleans, La. 


Annual Conferences mais «cis « sw 58 Edmonton 
Ue Northern MD and County Annual Meeting . . . .Falher 
July 
3-5. . . . Canadian Public Relations Society 

20th Annual National Conference. ...... Calgary 
Sept. 
30-Ocit.4 . Canadian Good Roads Association 

Aanucl Gonventioniace cco vsaeeides 6 abs. see Toronto 
Oct 

6-9. . « » Community Planning Association of Canada 

National Planning Conference. ..... Victoria, B.C. 
29-Nov.1. AUMA 62nd Annual Convention. .-.... Lethbridge 
Nov. 
Seemeeewe a ASTA Annual Convention, ....... 12 . 0» «+s Calgary 
Peat owe ALA Annual Convention « «is « «00806 6 ee Edmonton 
19-22. . . AAof MD's and Counties 60th Annual Convention 

- 6 G18. BS Se ee Pee es nie ee eee Calgary 


Forest Fires Prevent Bears. 
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SECRETARY'S 
“':23 CALENDAR 





6 

13 14 15 16 17 18 
21 22 23 24 25 

27 28 29 30 31 


Municipal District Act 
5th - Secretary-treasurer shall prepare astatement of monies re- 
ceived and their disposition, submit to council at next meeting and 
enter a copy in the minutes. Sec. 61(1)(v). 
Town and Village Act 
15th - Secretary-treasurer shall prepare a statement of monies 
received andtheir disposition, submit to council at next meeting and 
enter a copy in the minutes. Sec. 67(1)(r). 
School Act 


May 1 - One-third of the School Foundation Program Fund re- 

quisition to be paid on this date. Sec. 304a. 
Municipal Taxation Act 

May 1 ~ Business assessment by-laws or amendments thereto must 
be passedby May Istto be effective for that year. Sec's. 74 and75. 

May 29 - Courtof Revision for assessment appeals must complete 
its duties by this date. Sec. 45. 

Certify assessment roll complete upon closing of the sittings of 
the court of revision or upon expiry of the time for complaining. Sec. 
48. 

Secretary-treasurershall prepare andmail tax notices as soon as 
practicable. Sec. 98. 

Secretary-treasurer shall prepare a statement of Provincial Grants 
and mail them with the tax notices. Sec. 103. 

Tax Recovery Act 

Public tax sale shall be held before the expiry of three years but 
not before the expiry of one year from the first day of April of the 
year that the tax recovery notification was registered. Sec. 9. 


© E.J.B. 
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People: 

British Columbia population in June, 1966, was 1,873,674, 
up 475,210 (34.0 per cent) from 1956; June 1, 1967, estimate, 
1,950,000. 

Provincial density is 5.12 persons per square mile, but in 
Vancouver City, 9, 100. 

More than 80 per centof British Columbians reside in in- 
corporated municipalities and persons innon-municipal areas are 
generally served by one or more other local governments (school , 
hospital, etc.) 

1961 Census figures indicate with 56 per cent of Provincial 
population in the Greater Vancouver and Fraser Valley east to 
Hope and 18 per cent on Vancouver Island, 74 per cent of Bri- 
tish Columbians reside in the south-west sector of the Province . 

Population in the north-central and northern areas (Divi- 
sions 8, 9, and 10) increased in the 1951 to 1961 decade from 
75,525 to 143,504, up 90 per cent. Construction of the Peace 
River hydro-electric project, oil and natural-gas development 
and forest and mineral processing and adding further impetus to 
growth in the Central Interior. 

Other significant aspects of Provincial population change 
in the last decade (1951 to 1961) are: -- 

British Columbia'sshare of National population increased 

from 8.3 to 8.9 per cent (1967, 9.5 per cent). 

Proportion of population gain from immigration (interpro- 

vincial and external), 52 per cent, and natural increase , 

48 per cent. 

Sixty-five and over decreased from 10.8 to 10.2 per cent 

(Nationally from 7.8 to 7.6 per cent). 

Under-20 age-group increased from 32.1 to 38.1 per cent 

(37.9 to 31.8 per cent Nationally). 

Persons of British Isles origin declined from 65.8 to 59.4 

per cent. 

Ethnic groups which increased are: French, 3.6 to 4.1 

per cent; other European, 23.8and29.9percent: Asiatic, 

2.2 to 2.5 per cent. Native Indian unchanged at 2.4 

per cent. 

Local Government: 
Municipal government pre-dates British Columbia's entry 


PEOPLE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN B.C. 


into Confederation on July 20, 1871, with New Westminster 
City created on July 16, 1860, and Victoria City on August 2, 
1862. 

Today there are 32 cities, 39 districts, 13 towns, and 55 
villages, or a totalof 139 municipalities,a 64-per-cent increase 
since 1945. 

1965 amendments to the Municipal Act created a new 
form of municipality styled "regional districts" to enable larger 
local government areas for those services best provided over a 
greater area. Eleven regional districts have now been incor- 
porated, six during 1966. 

Large-scale, new hydro-electric, wood- and mineral-using 
industries have created the need for new local governments in 
many parts of the Province, referred toas "instant towns” lige, 
Gold River, north-west coast of Vancouver Island, Port Alice, 
Port Hardy, and Port McNeill, northern Vancouver Island; Hud- 
son's Hope, west of Fort St. John; and Mackenzie and Fraser 
Lake, north and west of Prince George. 

Principal municipal revenue sources are real-property and 
business taxes, license fees, fines, public utility profits, Fed- 
eral and Provincial Government in-lieu property tax grants, and 
Provincial grants-in-aid. 

Local governments to supply aspecific service, andusually 
embracing larger areas than municipalities, have evolved since 
1945, and include: - 

(a) Eighty-sevenschool districtsunder the Public Schools 

Act, covering 85 per cent of Provincial area, each 
with anelected board, and usually combining conti- 
guous municipal and non-municipal areas. 


(b) Thirty-five hospital improvement districts under the 
Water Act covering one-half of the Province. 

(c) Two hundredandninety-three other improvement dis- 
tricts, primarily innon-municipal areas, incorporated 
under the Water and Municipal Acts. Services in- 
clude domestic water (213 areas), fire protection 
(109 areas), irrigation (66 areas), street-lighting (63 
areas), and drainage, dyking, garbage and sewage 
disposal, parks, recreational areas, community halls, 
sale of power, ambulance, or cemeteries (191 areas) . 


o B.C. Government News 


ee ee ee od 
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“THE ASSESSMENT BRANCH IN 1968 


DECENTRALIZATION BRINGS NEW ORGANIZATION 




















CHIEF 
PROVINCIAL 
ASSESSOR 
TANT CHIEF 
PROVINCIAL, ASSESSOR SPECIAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAMS 
[ | 
REGIONAL REGIONAL URBAN ASSESSMENT RURAL ASSESSMENT 
ASSESSMENT ASSESSMENT ASSESSMENT ASSESSMENT ASSESSMENT PROGRAM SUPERVISOR | PROGRAM SUPERVISOR 
SUPERVISOR SUPERVISOR SUPERVISOR SUPERVISOR SUPERVISOR 
(LETHBRIDGE) (CALGARY) (EDMONTON ~ SOUTH) (EDMONTON -NORTH) (GRANDE PRAIRIE) 
TRIC_POWER INDUSTRIAL. 
DISTRICT DISTRICT DISTRICT DISTRICT DISTRICT ELEC 
ASSESSORS ASSESSORS AND PIPE. LINE ASSESSMENT 
ASSESSORS ASSESSORS SSeS 73) 33) ASSESSMENT SUPERVISOR 
ne SUPERVISOR 
CONSULTANT CONSULTANT 
ASSESSORS ASSESSORS ASSESSORS ASSESSORS ASSESSORS 
at (133) (223) 7s) ee ASSESSORS 


(The + or - symbols after figures on this 


chart are intended to indicate that the 

organization is flexible under varying 

field conditions. For example, in the 
P.C. Cordery, Assistant Chief Provincial Assessor, explains... 
: 


Grande Prairie region, the figures and 
symbols show there are to be more or less 
than three District Assessors and eight 


(4*) 


Assessors according to the current work- 
load. This flexibility is expected to sat - 
isfy the need for "the right man in the 
right place at the right time".) 


THE HISTORY AND WORK OF THE BRANCH TODAY 


Although individual members of the public seem to have an un- 
derstanding that there is such apersonas a real property assessor, most 
of themare not quite sure how he fits into the scheme of things. (Per- 
haps many are more often concerned about the personal income tax 
assessor!) 

The real property assessor who is employed by the provincial 
Department of Municipal Affairs becomes an official of the munici- 
pality when he is appointed to municipal office. While holding of- 
fice as a municipal assessor, he compares one property in the muni- 
cipality with othersimilar property or properties in the same munici- 
pality andhis prime concernis for equitable and uniform assessments . 

This article will tellsomething of the work of that assessor and 
givea littleof the why, what and howof the organization that is be- 
hind himin the ‘Assessment Branchof the Departmentof Municipal Af 
fairs. 

But first, - a little history! 

When the Department of Municipal Affairs was organized in 
1912, Alberta was stilla young province with most of its municipali- 
ties a good deal younger. 

In those early times, indeed right until 1929, all real property 
assessments were conducted by locally appointed men who employed 
a variety of assessment techniques according to their own lights and 
there was no authority to encourage them to follow any uniformity in 
assessment practices. 

Assessment Equalization Established - 1929 


Under this practice, considerable variation in assessments grew 
over the years, so that in 1929, the provincial legislature was prompted 
to take its first step toward providing a remedy. The Alberta Assess- 
ment Commission Act, passed in that year, placed the equalization 
of assessment in the hands of a Commission. And six years later, in 
1935, an amendment gave responsibility toa Director of Assessments 
for setting assessment standards and methods to be applicable through- 
out the province. These responsibilities rest with the Assessment Com- 
missioner today. 

Assessment Branch Established - 1949 


There was no field staff then as it isknown today although with 
the years there was a growing municipal need for experienced assessors . 
As a result, in 1949, provision was made to establish an Assessment 
Branch with staff to make assessments in towns and villages. Cities 
and organized rural areas were left to their own devices. A Super- 
visor andseven men were hiredto kick off the newproject. The fledg- 
ling branch took hold like wheat to new breaking and now, nearly 
twenty years later, employs a staff of approximately 130 all ranks un- 
der the direction of a Chief Provincial Assessor. Assessors and cleri- 
cal staff from this pool are available upon request to municipalities 
throughout the province. 


Decentralization Started in 1953 
At the outset in 1949, all departmental assessors worked out of 


one central office in Edmonton. However, as the assessors were tra- 
velling long distances to their various assignments, it was later de- 


cided to decentralize by establishing regional and district offices in 
various centres across the province. Travelling time and expenses were 
both reduced with the decentralization and assessors were brought into 
closer contact with the municipal councils in their regions. The first 
offices in this decentralization move were established in Grande 
Prairie, Calgary and Lethbridge in 1953; and in 1955 a fourth office 
was established inRed Deer. These offices are operating at full blast 
today and further decentralization plans call for another six district 


offices to be established in 1968 and 1969. 
Rural Assessments Added in 1961 


Up until 1961, only token assessment service was provided to the 
organized municipalities. In that year, demand for qualified assessors 
became so critical in the rural field that it became necessary for the 
Assessment Branch to institute acrash program for organizing effective 
rural assessment services. As a result there are now approximately 50 
branch personnel working on rural assessments alone. 





Assessment Manual 


As you would suspect, assessors must work within certain legal 
rules, regulations and assessment standards. Assessment standards and 
regulations are contained in the 1959 Assessment Manual for the Pro- 
vince of Alberta which all assessors are required to use until the next 
general assessment in their municipality at which time they will use 
the new 1967 manual. The 1959 Manual is based on 1957 costs and 
the 1967 Assessment Manual is based on 1963 costs. 


Three Operative Statutes 

The legalities of making assessments used to be contained in the 
Assessment Act andthe City Act. However, since July of 1967, the 
legalities are foundin the Municipal Taxation Act, Chapter 54, 1967. 

Electric power assessments, pipeline assessments and Alberta 
Government Telephone assessments are made throughout the province 
by staff in the Assessment Branch. The electric power and pipeline 
assessments are made pursuant to (you guessed it!) - The Electric Power 
and Pipe Line Assessment Act which replaced the former Electric Power 
Taxation Act and the Pipeline Taxation Act in 1960. 

Pursuant to the Municipal and Provincial Property Valuation 
Act, the Chief Provincial Assessor is requiredto make a valuation of 











installations and equipment forming the communications system of Al- 

rta Government Telephones. Just as assessments under the Electric 
Power and Pipeline Act are made by the Branch on behalf of Alberta 
unicipalities, so are the valuationsof the Alberta Government Tele- 
hones. This latter work is done by two fieldmen and aclerical staff 
of four. The land and buildings of Alberta Government Telephones 












All municipalities must have a general assessment (all land, 
buildings and improvements re-assessed) once in every eight years in 
Alberta. Seven adoptions of this general assessment are allowed in 
the seven-year interval. Also in the interval, newly constructed or 
renovated buildings and improvements in urban areas and such things 
as new clearing, new breaking, acreage adjustments, irrigation changes 
and parcel separations on farmland in rural areas, are brought onto 
the assessment roll through the assessor's annual assessment work. 
An assessor keeps the following fundamentals in mind when 
making assessments: 
e BUILDINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS 
Classification 
- type and shape 
- quality of construction 
eee one Minuses: 
- extra plumbing, fire places, rumpus rooms, ultra fin- 
ishings, dug-outs, wood sills, etc. 
Depreciation 
- age 
- remaining economic life 
- functional obsolescence 
- economic obsolescence 
e LANDS 
Classification 
Establish: The Classi.e.,agricultural, residential, com- 
mercial, industrial. 
The Value according to the class. (agricul- 
tural land value is fixed by statute, - all other 
land is valued at 65% of market value). 





Agricultural Lands 
Arable 


- soil zones, soil depths, subsoil, texture, stones, tree 
cover, topography, miscellaneous factors. 





Pasture and Hay 


- tame hay or native hay 
- tame or native pasture 














GRANDE 


EDMONTON - NORTH 





PRAIRIE 


REGION 


REGION 


EDMONTON - SOUTH 
REGION 


CALGARY 


REGION 


LETHBRIDGE REGION 
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- economic adjustment 
- identification of grasses 
Irrigated 
- Similar to drable with the addition of adjust- 
ments for type of soil, slope, subsoil, irrigable 
area, salt effects, seepage, etc. 


Assessor Meets the Public 


It takes from one to two years before a trainee assessor is con- 
sidered ready to shoulder the full duties andresponsibilities of an as- 
sessor. Even when an assessor becomes fully experienced with what 
has gone on before, he never stops learning. There is always new or 
amending legislation to contend with, properties to assess that never 
quite fit into any proper category or regulation, new types of accom- 
modation (i.e. condominium), new soil classifications, etc. and last 
but not least, public relations. An assessor never stops learning on 
the subject of how to get along with people. 


Three Main Areas of Responsibility 
A real property assessor of the Department of Municipal Affairs 
has responsibility in three main areas: 


° To the municipal council of the municipality to which 
he is assigned. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


Percy Herild Cordery, Assistant Chief Provincial Assessor , 
was born in Edmonton, 12th April, 1921. After completing his 
early education inthat city, he joinedthe Royal Canadian Corps 
of Signals and participatedin the "D" Day 
landings of 1944. Altogether, he served 
over five wartime years in the Canadian 

























Army before returning to his native city in 


1946. 





Resuming his education after the war, 
Mr. Cordery graduated fromthe University — 
of Alberta with a B.Sc. in Agriculture 
(1950). He joined the Assessment Branch 
in February, 1951. 


Ten years later, in 1961, our author 
was appointedto his present position. Per- 
formance and production by Branch assessors as well as Branch ad- 
ministration, are his principal interests in this position. 

Married with one son of nine years, Percy is president of 
his Community League in Edmonton. He is also amember of the 
Edmonton RegionTrails Committee and Editor of the Alberta As- 
sessor's Association publication "The Assessor's Forum". 


SECOND NATURE! 


Getting in and out of buildings is second nature to an assessor . 
Here are a few of the reasons why an assessor may have to call 
back in the evening, particularly for residential properties: 

"The house is a mess. " 

"The beds aren't made." 

"We have company." 

"Mommy isn't home." (little girl) 

"There's nobody home." (little boy) 

"Daddy's sleeping. " 

"My house is my castle and nobody but nobody gets in!" 


Other reasons: 


Big dog (assessor may never get in). 
Locked gate with six foot fence. 


And then there is the other side of the coin, where the assessor 


may hesitate to goin... ! 


"Have a beer". 

"The party is just getting started, come on in," 

"Have you seen my etchings?" 

"| should put something on." 

"Have you ever tasted dandelion wine?" 

"What do you know about taxes? - Mine went up last year 
eine! og a 


A special flavour is added to anassessor's daily chores when he 
receives one of these tasty morsels after knocking ona door. 
Each one of them provides a bonus for the assessor; a personal 
insight into the many facts of life in our society. 
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ASSESSMENT BRANCH 
(Continued from Page 5) 


6 To the ratepayers of the municipality for providing uni- 
form and equitable assessments. 
e To the Assessment Branch andthe Department for providing 


efficient and reliable service. 

Some attempts have been made to influence assessors. However, 
eachassessor's considerations andapproachto value must be unbiased 
at all times and local politics are no concern of his. Fortunately, due 
to our provincial legislation, assessors are virtually immune from all 
such outside influence in Alberta. 

Although departmental and private assessors work with a high 
degree of independence, the results of their labours do not get by with- 
out scrutiny. Each has his assessments and valuations open for inspec- 
tion by members of the public annually, usually in a 30-day period 
during the months of November and December. After that, each as- 
sessment may face investigation by the local Court of Revision as well 
as the probing authority of the Alberta Assessment Appeal Board. In 
addition, when an assessor completes ageneral assessment of a mun- 
icipality, all of his work ischecked as to quality, uniformity, etc. , 
by an assessment inspector. The inspector sends an evaluation report 
to the Assessment Commissioner with a copy for information to the mun- 
icipality and the Chief Provincial Assessor. 

If an assessor meets the above requirements, he is not likely to 
become famous, on the other hand, he is not likely to become in- 
famous either. © 





Assessments Outside Alberta 


It is rare in provincial jurisdiction that a department or 
branch should work on projects or assignments outside the pro- 
vincial boundaries. The Assessment Branch is therefore unique 
in this respect as departmental assessors from Alberta have pro- 
vided assessment services since 1954, to the towns, villages, 
cities and Improvement Districts of the North West Territories 
and the Yukon. 

Assessments in these northern areas are conducted in ac- 
cordance with Territorial Ordinances which are laid down by 
the Federal Government. These ordinances are much broader in 
scope and are not nearly so sophisticated as Alberta's Municipal 
Taxation Act. e 

Re Serge Ne ea ee 
el ea res i eee a et 
PRIVATE ASSESSORS 

Municipalities may directly employ assessors other than 
departmental assessors. These private assessors work to the same 
standards, statutes, rules and regulations as the departmental 
assessors. 

Close departmental contact is maintained with all private 
assessors through the regional supervisors and district assessment 
inspectors. Also, department assessors assist private assessors 
upon request. 

Private and departmental assessors also share common mem- 
bership in the Alberta Assessor's Association. The Association 
aims to establish common goals for the members and to further 
the standards of assessment within the province. 

All assessors, private and departmental, are kept up-to- 
date and well informed by means of attendance at seminars and 
educational courses sponsored periodically by the department 


and through joint participation in the annual conferences of their 
Association. e 


oma 


ypes of disasters and emergencies in municipalities: 
Natural --- 
Storm 
Flood 
Extremes of heat and cold 
Epidemics 
Man Caused -- 
Fires 
Explosions 
Transportation accidents 
Military --- 
Weapons effect (blast, heat, fire, radiation, fallout) 
Chemical 
Biological 


From the EMO Digest report on 
Emergency Measures Education Program 
in the schools of the 

Metropolitan Winnipeg Area. 


* * * * 
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HOUSING FOR NATIVE INDIANS — 
(Continued from Page 1) 
the transitional process will be speeded up. 


The off-reserve housing program is designed to aidthe employec 
Indian who because of poor wages, is living in substandard housing of 
is paying excessively high rent in our urban areas. The conditiona: 
grant consists of $6,000 for the house and a further $1,000 for furni- 
ture. The amount available to eachrecipient will vary depending or. 
the family income andhis ability to meet mortgage payments over anc 


above the conditional grant. 
| 
An arrangement has been reached between the Minister of In- 


dian Affairs, the Minister of Veterans Affairs and the Minister respon~. 
sible for Central Mortgage and Housing whereby Veterans Land Act 
officials will assistan Indianin selectinga good home suitable for his 
particular needs. They are to ensure that any home bought or built 
conforms to the standards set down in the National Housing Act. 

It is the policy of Central Mortgage and Housing to finance the 
remainder of the unpaid balance made on each house. 


If the Indian applicant lives in the house for a periodof 10 years , 
then the second mortgage heldby Indian Affairs Branch will be erased .. 
The following is a table indicating the amount available to each’ 
income group. 





Minimum Cash 2nd Mortgage Loan 
Downpayment from Minister of Suggested 
Including NHA Indian Affairs and Estimated | 
Family Income Application Northern Development Value of 
of Applicant Fee ($35.00) No Repayment Required House 
Less than $2,000 $135 $6, 000 $ 8,200 
$3,001 - 3,600 235 6,000 10, 200 
3,601 - 4,200 335 6,000 12,300 
4,201 - 4,800 435 6,000 14,400 
4,801 - 5,700 535 6,000 16,500 
5,701 - 6,600 635 5,000 17,600 
6,601 - 7,500 735 3,500 18, 200 
7,501 - 8,400 835 2,000 18, 800 
8,401 - 9,000 935 1,000 18, 900 


e Indian News 


PROVINCIAL HOUSING HELP 
CONSIDERED FOR METIS 


Metis inAlberta are also consideredto have transitional prob-| 
lems when moving from their rural settlements to urban municipalities . 
B.R. Orysiuk, Executive Director of the Alberta Housing and Urban! 
Renewal Corporation, advises that officials of his Corporation and a. 
number of provincial departments are having discussions aimed at de-_ 
veloping and examining proposals for asimilar provincial housing plan) 
to assist the Metis moving into our urban municipalities. eo 


ELEVEN MUNICIPALITIES 
SEND CENTENNIAL MEDALLIONS | 


The COUNSELLOR has received eight more centennial medal~_ 
lions for display in the Municipal Affairs Building, Edmonton. { 














Coins from the following municipalities are now represented in 
the collection. 

Bowden - Parkland Village 

Camrose - The Rose City 

Falher - d'aprés le Révérend Pére Falher -O, M. 1. (1863 - 1939) | 

Fort Saskatchewan - 1755 - 1967 

Leduc - Follow Reason in Harmony 

Medicine Hat - With All Hell for a Basement! 

Oyen - Crossroads of the Big Country (Hunting - Farming -. 
Ranching - Sports) 

Peace River - Land of 12-foot Davis 

Rocky Mountain House ~ Alberta's Oldest Settlement 1713-1967 i 

St. Paul - Centennial Star of Canada 

Viking - Crossroads Town with a Future 





Our collection is thus now graced by elevencoins, - a number 
of them in duplicate! 


Some reports have it that around 60 municipalities made such . 
commemorative issues in our Centennial year. 






Is your municipality's name missing fromthe above list? If so, _ 
please arrange for a cointo be sent to the COUNSELLOR, as we are 





anxious to have the collection as complete as possible. e 
* * * * 
Computer repairman to executive: "I've found the reason for your 


slowdown. The big computer is shoving all the work onto the little 


computer." o Executive Digest 


ID CONFERENCE 
(Continued from Page 1) 








Igest a modification with reasons. 

Free technical assistance such as surveys, designs and cost es- 
timates are provided to approved local programs such as shallow well 
Itesting, selenity problems, irrigation systems and farmsurface drain- 
age but the improvements must be paid for locally. 

In answer to a question, Mr. Dean said a pamphlet with a list 
lof eligible-type projects will soonbe issued for distribution to advisory 
icommittees. There is apresent backlog of over 600 requests for well- 
testing. 5 





These advisory committee members from Fort Chip- 
ewyan Settlement charteredan aircraft to arrive in 
time to register with Mrs. Judith Boekholt. (L to R) 
William Flett, Frank Ladoucer and Fred Fraser . 


Administration Costs Rise 


Secretary-Accountant D,R. Watson announced that the charge 
for administrative costs has now been raised from $5. 93 to $10 per par- 
cel to match a similar rise in costs in the organized municipalities . 

Last change was seven years ago. 
: Mr. Watson also reviewed developments in the municipal, school 
foundation and hospital grant sectors of the 1D budgets. 

Homeowner Tax Discount Changes 

First 1968 homeowner tax discount applications are expected to 

be sent to municipalities near the end of April. Administrative pro- 
' cedures are changed this year so that individual refund cheques will 
be prepared by the computer. This is expected to speed up refund 
payments. In addition, the eligibility list has been enlarged to in- 
clude aresident in a house owned by someone else if he (the resident) 
has paid the taxes. 


Landconservation, landassembly and farm enlargement policies 
) were explained by Henry Thiessen, chairman of the Land Conservation 
and Utilization Committee. 

Stewart Smith, Provincial Director of Fish and Wildlife gave an 
| informative talk on hunters, hunting regulations and game conserva- 
tion. 

Delegates were brought upto date on ARDA inAlberta with an 
excellent presentation fromBert Nagle, Public Relations and Liaison 
| Officer, Department of Agriculture. 

) New Recreation Grant Structure 


The Honourable Robert Clark announced that regulations will 
| be gazetted soon for rural and urban recreation programs. These re- 
/ gulations will be distributed to all municipalities including |.D.'s. 


| Some highlights: 
Per Capita Grants 


o One capital grant in each five-year period as follows: 

first 1,000 in population - $8 per person 

next 20,000 in population - $3 per person 
o Operational and Maintenance Assistance 

$1 per capita up to 20,000 population 

Recreation consultants are stationed in five cities; Lethbridge , 
Calgary, Red Deer, Edmonton and Grande Prairie. Mr. Clark urged 
delegates to have their local recreational advisory boards draw hea- 
vily upon these consultant services. 

Mr. Clark emphasized that recreation is not only such generally 
“conceived things as baseball, hockey andcurling but in addition in- 
cludes such handicraft activities as ceramics, for example. 
~Ombudsman's Duties and Functions 
George B. McClellan, provincial ombudsman, gave the con- 
erence an account of his duties and functions. 

First ombudsman was appointed in Sweden 159 years ago and 
Mr. McClellan was the first in North America when he took office 
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here last September. 


A citizen complaining of provincial administrative injustice 
must exhaust all regular avenues of appeal including the courts (if ap- 
plicable) before he turns with his grievance to the ombudsman, How- 
ever, he may seek earlier advice from the ombudsman concerning his 
avenues of appeal. 

The ombudsman is responsible solely to the Legislature. He 
may initiate his own investigation. After his investigation is complete , 
his consultations go progressively higher starting with a Deputy Min- 
ister or headof anagency, through the responsible Minister, the Exec- 
utive Council and finally the Legislative Assembly until his recom- 
mendations are considered acceptable. 


(NOTE: The COUNSELLOR is publishing Mr. McClellan's talk 
in full in a future issue because of the importance of his message . 
His address in Edmonton is 920 Centennial Building). 


Banquet Tuesday Evening 


At their banquet on the first evening, the Committeemen were 
joined by their 1, D. Inspectors, some related chief officials of De- 
partments providing services in the ID's and a number of MLA's, for 
a total of 128 places. The Hon. E.H. Gerhart was the featured 
speaker. 





Ye old editor (L) learns a few details of the pro- 
gram in consultation with conference organizer Al 
Isbister, Director of Field Service. 


Farm Residence Assessment Decision Deferred 


Committeemen passeda resolutionsaying they were not now in 
favour of farm residence assessment but that they wished to defer any 
representations to the Minister until after they had explored the sub- 
ject further with their ratepayers at the general meetings to be held 
in the ID's during May and June. 


Another resolution asked the Department to make additional 
studies pertaining to taxation of farm homes andto consider as an al- 
ternative the elimination of the Homeowners Tax Discount in rural 
areas where residences are not assessed. 


Fuel and Electricity on the Farm 


They opposed the recent 3-cent tax increase on farm fuels. For 
their REA members, they asked that all 3-KVA Transformers be re- 
placed by 5-KVA free of charge where consumption exceeds the 3-KVA 
capacity. In lieu of achange intransformers, the breakers should be 
changed or locked to supply the necessary power. The REA deposit 
account fundhas grown tosuch an extent that its funds shouldbe used 
for this purpose, they said. 


v2 


ie 
ea 


fn 





Some serious discussions took place in the lounge 
between sessions. 

Ask Increase in Farm Purchase Credit Act Funds 

(AS KAINCLEOS CALA IIE ULENASe CLS Cue me SS: 


As the $19 million presently allotted under the Farm Purchase 
Credit Act hasbeen insufficient to handle all the applications to pur- 


More ID CONFERENCE Page 8 
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ID CONFERENCE 
(Continued from Page 7) 





chase land and asthe delegates considered this shortage prevents many 
farmer's sons from taking over land as was originally intended under the 
FPCA they resolved that the government be askedto seek an increase 
in the allotment from $19 million to $30 million. 





Assistant Director Eric Rymer (left) calls for ques- 
tions followinga talk on hunters, hunting regula- 
tions and game conservation by Mr. S.B. Smith, 
Director, Fish and Wildlife Division, Department 
of Lands and Forests. 





First resolution committee ever formed at one of 
these conferences is hard at work consolidating 
twenty-seven proposals into eleven resolutions: 
(L to R) Johnny Vos of Keg River (1. D. 146), Chair- 
man Mike Mazeppa of Evansburg (I. D. 78) and 
Marvin Moore of Debolt (1. D. 126). 





Al Arnason, Development Control and Programs 
Officer (L) has aword with Sydney Owen of Hondo 
concerning a plaque for a centennial project in 


Das. 


Plastic Garbage Bag Practice in Calgary 


Calgary plans a study of the use of plastic bags for garbage in 
its Eagle Ridge sub-division. Approved at ameeting in February, the 
study will determine if plastic bags save time ordinarily taken up by 
dumping garbage cans. Citizens will buy their own bags. 

* * * * 





The populationof Alberta reached 1,502,000 by October, 1967 , 
according to D,B.S, reports. The Canadian total had then reached 
20,548,000. 





Hamlet Inspector George Bray (seated) and his two 
charming assistants at the registration desk, Lillian 
Bretzlaff (L) and Judith Boekholt (R) listen atten- 
tively to Youth Minister Robert Clark (standing) . | 





Other Resolutions 


In other resolutions, the conference asked that: 

® Private grazing lease and permit holders who have improved | 
their leasesor permits be given the first opportunity to purchase when 
the lease is presented for sale. 

@ Strip mining companies and other corporations engaged in 
excavation activities be required to level their excavations and seed 
them down fo grass in order to render them less offensive and hazar- | 
dous to the public. 

e@ Thenext annual conference be considered for an earlier date .| 
perhaps the first week of March, as weather conditions usually bring | 
spring that much earlier for the southern delegates. 

e Major speeches be reproduced andeither handedout or mailed 
to delegates for their reference in future. 








Alfred 


Frank Hogue (Violet Grove-Lodgepole), 
Tufty (Moon Lake-Brightwood), Maurice McCul- 
lagh (Rocky Rapids) and Guy Dompnier of Evans- 
burg confer ona point of viewfor 1.D, 177. This 
Advisory Committee was the latest to be formed, 


December 31, 


Complaints 


1968. 


In his general remarks at the close of the conference, chairman) 
A.R. Isbister, Field Service Branch Director, reminded committee-| 
men that complaints concerning other Departments should be chan- 
nelled through the 1D Inspector. e 


[e. Rymer and A. Duff . | 
RECEIVE CENTENNIAL MEDALS — 


Eric Rymer, Assistant Director of Field Service, Edmonton and) 
Andrew R. Duff, Secretary-Member of the Special Areas Board, Hannes 
have each received a Centennial Medal. 





Mr. Rymer completed 40 years of service in the Department of | 
Municipal Affairs on April 4 and Mr. Duff has completed nearly 22° 
years in the provincial public service. ! 

Both men are also well known for their voluntary community | 


service, especially within youth organizations. 
* * * * 








Amisk is the Cree Indian name for Beaver. Charles Phipps, the | 
first resident of Amisk, named the streets Gopher, Squirrel, Beaver , | 
Lynx and Badger. 

From "The Lantern Years" by Mary Burpee 


* * * * 
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